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This book is the first study on the antiquity of
commodity trade in India. Contrary to popular
belief, commodity trade in India goes back many
centuries.

This study explores ancient Indian history on
commodity trade, traders and trade routes, market
places and market prices, measurement and
weighment systems, and state regulations of such
trade and markets.

This book is sourced from ancient Indian literature,
archaeological evidence, and old inscriptions

that record commodity trade practices and price
regulations since the 6" century BCE.

This study also draws on numerous secondary
sources on trade practices in ancient and early
medieval India, and utilizes cartographic tools for
plotting the spread of commodities and their trade
during those times across the country.




A HISTORY OF COMMODITY
MARKETS IN INDIA THAT
PROVIDES UNIQUE INSIGHTS
ON MARKETS, PRODUCTS,
TRADING AND TRADE
ROUTES, PRICING METHODS
AND REGULATIONS
PREVALENT CENTURIES AGO.

A RARE ACCOUNT OF
HISTORY FROMTWO
AUTHORS:

ONE TOOK  |khegad

TO A PLACE OF PRIDE IN
THE GLOBAL ARENA OF
COMMODITY MARKETS,
AND THE OTHER

AN ECONOMIC HISTORIAN.
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Back to the Future is a pioneering
contribution to India’s economic history. It
is the first monograph documenting the
development curve of commodity trade

in India; it is the first such work to take
cognizance of prehistoric, protohistoric, and
historic data spreading over 7000 years; it is
the first attempt to portray how India traded
commodities in the long-lost past, and how
this multi-millennia-rich experience can
help trace the origins of quite a few of the
commodity trading practices in the present
times. Back to the Future is without doubt
a fascinating account of commodity trade
in the Indian subcontinent from the earliest
recorded times.

Dr Vijay Kelkar , )

Chairman, Finance Commission
Government of India
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About the Publishers

Takshashila Academia of Economic Research is

an independent academic group that undertakes
economic, social, and policy research. With a focus
on market economics in the emerging sustainable
development paradigm, the academia:

Conducts relevant research on various aspects
of markets and their allied institutions.

Analyses the impact of changes in the market
systems, practices, and policies in various spheres
of human economic growth and welfare.

Inquires into the influence of regulations
and other measures, fiscal or others, on the
functioning of the market.

Disseminates research findings through
publications to policymakers, media,
academicians, and citizens at large.

Exchanges knowledge through seminars,
workshops, conferences, and policy briefings.
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